STEAGUE FORT

prisoner with his Chief Niat; if they delayed to buy
him back he would have his ears cut off. Blackbird
stayed very still, with Sea-thing pressed tight against
her shoulder; but the men laughed horribly and
talked all together, and at last shouted back that Mot
could be cut into little pieces and fed to the dogs
before they sent his price. Then Blackbird ran and
clung to the rider's knee, and besought him to ride
slowly and the price would be paid; And the rider,
seeing she was a fine young woman, and guessing
the child to be Mot's, was a little sorry for her and
said he would give her a day. But the others in the
dun did not hear; already they were laughing and
eyeing Blackbird, and the women were standing
behind laughing too.

Blackbird saw as she turned, and knew she had
only a minute or two to make up her mind: she came
back slowly, facing them all and shivering, with both
arms round Sea-thing. She went up to one of the
younger men, rubbed herself against him with cheek
and thigh and said low: 'I come to your house/ and
peering round his arm as he held her, saw that
Snimish and the women were angry and surprised,
but the men were excited and pleased at a victory by
one of themselves. While they were like that she
called out loud: 'A feast, a feast! Drink round!
Drink all! Hot meat and plenty! Drink again!' Now
that was the first time that any of the women had
dared to give the feast call; but it was just right for
the men's mood and they came merrily into the dun
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